
The children are our future!
It’s a well-loved cliché around the world
because it’s absolutely true. The hopes and
dreams we have for our communities are only as
strong as the children and young people who
continue to believe in them long after we’re
gone.

This month is all about supporting our young
people. It’s about empowering and encouraging
them to not only be the community builders of
tomorrow, but also the best versions of
themselves. It’s listening to their perspective
and remembering that it’s not just about what
we can teach them, but also what lessons they
can teach us. After all, the recipe for creating
healthy, happy children includes a lot of the
same ingredients for building safer, more
resilient, and connected communities.

R E A D  O N  TO  S E E  W H AT
T H E  B U N K E R  A R E  D O I N G
W I T H  LO C A L  R A N G I TA H I



The Bunker is the physical space run by The Mataura Youth Centre Trust. They offer
programmes and activities for Tamariki and the youth community. 

The Bunker, working alongside Active Southland, will soon be ready to operate an indoor
Roller-Skating Disco Rink, They have re-finished the hall floor, purchased 40 sets of roller
skates, 50 sets of protection wear, installed a sound and light system, handrails and
storage seating, and have installed storage for the skates and gear. This will be free to
attend and will be open on Saturday afternoons. 

We have had help from the William Pkye Challenge

participants at Māruawai College Junior Campus.

This great team has helped Neighbourhood

Support by putting together our brochures which

we distribute into the community. We are very

grateful as this helps us hugely.

 Here is a little background about the programme

from Deputy Principal, Amy Christie:

G E M M A  O ’ N E I L L  
( A C T I V E  S O U T H L A N D )  &  

N I C K Y  C O A T S  
( T H E  B U N K E R ) R E A D Y  T O  R O L L

What’s happening at 
The Bunker in Mataura? 

A t  M ā r u awa i  C o l l e g e  J u n i o r  C a m p u s ,  55  Ye a r  7  a n d  8  s t u d e n t s  a re
pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  th e  W i l l i a m  P i ke  C h a l l e n g e .  T h i s  p ro g ra m m e  c h a l l e n g e s

s t u d e n t s  to  t r y  n e w  th i n g s ,  e x p e r i e n c e  o u r  o u td o o r s  a n d  g i ve  ba c k  to  th e i r
c o m m u n i ty.   T h e y  a l s o  wo rk  o n  th e i r  ow n  pa s s i o n  p ro j e c t .  T h i s  i s  w h e re  th e y  

l e a r n  a n d  n e w  s k i l l  o r  s p o r t .   T h e y  h ave  to  l o g  20  h o u r s  o f  e a c h  a c t i v i ty
b e fo re  a c h i e v i n g  th e i r  awa rd .  T h e y  a l s o  g i ve  ba c k  to  th e i r  c o m m u n i ty  by

pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  20  h o u r s  o f  c o m m u n i ty  s e r v i c e .  
 S o  fa r  we  h ave  h a d  s t u d e n t  d o  a  s t re e t  a n d  l i t te r  c l e a n ,  a n d  m a ny  h ave

h e l p e d  w i th  va r i o u s  c o m m u n i ty  e ve n t s  s o  fa r  th i s  ye a r.  



I N GR E D I E N T S
M A LT B I S C U I T S  -  2 50  G
F R U I T P U F F  S T Y LE  LO LL I E S  -  190  G
B U T T E R ,  M E LT E D  -  10 0  G
C A N  O F  S W E ET E N E D  CO N D E N S E D  M I LK  -  1 / 2
D E S I CC AT E D  CO CO N U T -  1 / 2  -  3 / 4  C U P

M ET H O D
1 . C R U S H  O R  P R O C E S S  T H E  B I S C U I T S  TO  F I N E  C R UM B S  A N D  P L AC E

I N  A  M I X I N G  B OW L .
2 . C U T T H E  F R U I T P U F F  LO LL I E S  I N TO  T H I R D S  A N D  A D D  TO  T H E

B OW L ,  A LO N G  W I T H  T H E  M E LT E D  B U T T E R  A N D  CO N D E N S E D
M I LK .  M I X  A S  B E S T Y O U  C A N,  T H E N  T U R N  O N TO  A  C LE A N  B OA R D
O R  S H E ET O F  B A K I N G  PA P E R  A N D  FO R M  I N TO  A  LO G .

3 . R O LL  T H E  LO G  I N  CO CO N U T,  A N D  R E F R I GE R AT E  FO R  S EV E R A L
H O U R S  UN T I L  F I R M .  S E RV E  I N  S L I C E S .

C A N  I  B O R R OW A  C U P  O F  S U G A R ?

B a k i n g  C o n n e c t i o n s :  B r i n g i n g  Yo u n g  Pe o p l e
i n to  th e  K i tc h e n  a n d  th e  C o m m u n i ty

T h e re ’s  s o m e th i n g  m a g i c a l  a b o u t  th e  s m e l l  o f
s o m e th i n g  ba k i n g  —  i t  f i l l s  a  h o m e  w i th

wa r m th ,  c o m fo r t ,  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  to g e th e r n e s s .
T h a t ’s  w hy  g e t t i n g  yo u n g  p e o p l e  i n to  th e

k i tc h e n  i s n’ t  j u s t  a b o u t  te a c h i n g  th e m
p ra c t i c a l  s k i l l s  —  i t ’s  a b o u t  c re a t i n g  m o m e n t s

to  c o n n e c t ,  s h a re ,  a n d  g i ve  ba c k .
 I t ’s  a  c h a n c e  to  s pa rk  c re a t i v i ty,  b u i l d

c o n f i d e n c e ,  a n d  l e a r n  th e  va l u e  o f  pa t i e n c e
a n d  te a mwo rk .  B u t  th e  m a g i c  d o e s n’ t  s to p  a t

th e  k i tc h e n  d o o r.
W hy  n o t  t u r n  ba k i n g  i n to  a  c o m m u n i ty  a c t  o f

k i n d n e s s ?  S h a re  th e  j oy  by  pa c ka g i n g  u p
g o o d i e s  to  d ro p  o f f  w i th  a  n e i g h b o u r,  a  f r i e n d ,

o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  c o u l d  u s e  a  l i t t l e  l i f t .  I t ’s  a
s m a l l  g e s t u re  th a t  c a n  m a ke  a  b i g  i m pa c t  —
a n d  yo u n g  ba ke r s  g e t  to  s e e  h ow  s o m e th i n g

th e y  m a d e  w i th  th e i r  ow n  h a n d s  c a n  b r i g h te n
s o m e o n e  e l s e ’s  d ay.

S o  ro l l  u p  yo u r  s l e e ve s ,  p re h e a t  th e  ove n ,  a n d
l e t ’s  ba ke  u p  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n  —  o n e  ba tc h  a t

a  t i m e .

W E  H A D A LOV E LY LU N C H  W I T H  T H E
FA B U LO U S R E S I D E N TS O F E L M  L A N E

T H I S M O N T H .  T H E Y H A D T H E  G R E AT E ST
N U M B E R  O F S I G N U P S F O R  A ST R E E T

OV E R  N OV E M B E R  A N D D E C E M B E R  O F
L AST Y E A R .  W E  C O U L D N ’ T C O O R D I N AT E
A B B Q B E F O R E  T H E  W E AT H E R  B E AT U S,

S O W E R E  H O ST E D BY I SA B E L AT H E R
H O M E  

K A R E N  B E LLEW 
C O N N E C T E D  E A S T E R N  S O U T H L A N D

N E I G H B O U R H O O D  S U P P O RT E A S T E R N  S O U T H L A N D
02 7  2 79  4 3 67    03  2 08  8 4 80

B E C O M E  A  N E I G H B O U R H O O D  S U P P O RT E R  TO DAY !  



W E  H AV E  A  H A D  A  G R E AT
R E S P O N S E  TO  O U R  R E C E N T

M A I LB OX  D R O P S  I N TO  S T R E E T S
W H E R E  W E  D O N ’ T H AV E  V E RY

M A N Y M E M B E R S  O R  W H E R E  T H E R E
H A S  B E E N  A N  I N C I D E N T E I T H E R  A

B U R G L A RY O R  C A R  T H E F T
R E P O RT E D.   

R E M E M B E R ,  A S  M E M B E R S  O F
N E I G H B O U R H O O D  S U P P O RT,  W E

E M A I L  Y O U  D I R E C T I F  T H E R E  H A S
B E E N  A  R E P O RT I N  Y O U R  S T R E E T

O R  A R E A ,  F R O M  T H E  W E E K LY
P O L I C E  R E P O RT W E  R E C E I V E .   I F
Y O U  D O N ’ T H E A R  F R O M  U S  T H E N

T H I S  I S  G O O D  T H I N G .  

CONNECTING
OUR

COMMUNITY


